




Population Racial lines still present

Changing demographics

From 2000 – 2016 the percentage of city 
residents who identify as either White or Asian 
increased by 7% points and the percentage of 
African American residents decreased by 9% 
points.

Source: 2010 Census Demographic Map of Atlanta, University of 
Virginia, Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, Demographics 
Research Group. One dot represents one person based on the 
location they were counted during the 2010 Census.
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Housing & Education

Vacant properties make up 17% 
of total housing units in the City. 

These properties are largely 
concentrated in the south and west 
portions of the city which struggle 

with blight.

According to the HUD Location Affordability Index, the 
average family living in the City will spend 48% of 
their income on transit and housing, despite the 
low cost of living in Atlanta.

Atlanta Public Schools serve over 55,000 students 
in 87 schools. According to GEEARS, GA’s children 
fall below or barely meet the standards in reading by 
the end of 3rd grade. 

The Atlanta Metropolitan Statistical Area is home to 
the largest concentration of colleges and 
universities in the Southern United States with 
over 40 higher education institutions. This has 
contributed to a young and dynamic population home 
to more than 275,000 college students.



Poverty & Inequality

One quarter of City residents 
have incomes below the federal 
poverty level.

Children living in high poverty 
communities by race

Source: Anne E Casey Foundation, Changing the Odds: The Race for Results in Atlanta, Brooking Institution, Esri.

Atlanta has one of the 
highest income gaps in the 
US with high-income 
households earning 17.5 
times their low-income 
counterparts in 2014. The 
income gap in the City is 
twice that of the MSA.
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1. Approach the challenge in an integrated & holistic way that 
crosses silos (uses 100RC City Resilience Framework)

2. Consider impacts of multiple shocks and stresses identified 
through a broad risk and hazard assessment

3. Aim for short, medium, and long-term benefits 
4. Consider performance across the 7 qualities of resilience
5. Strive for equitable outcomes 
6. Leverage actions across a broad group of stakeholders
7. Consider cross-jurisdictional implications (i.e. 

intercity/regional/national/global)

RESILIENCE 
THINKING can 

contribute to all city 
actions 



CROSS-CUTTING THEME: Foster a racially, economically, and socially equitable Atlanta

Atlanta’s 100RC Phase II work will be focused on five Discovery Areas, with one 
cross-cutting theme.

Preserve and nurture our neighborhoods and communities
Co-Chairs: Bill Bolling, Food Well Alliance; Mtamanika Youngblood, Annie E. Casey Foundation

Invest in Metro Atlantans to close the wealth gap and increase social mobility
Co-Chairs: Kate Atwood, Choose ATL; Ayana Gabriel, Blank Foundation

Increase connectivity, accessibility, and mobility for all Atlantans
Co-Chairs: Ben Limmer, MARTA; Mike Alexander, Atlanta Regional Commission 

Strengthen and maintain infrastructure and promote community preparedness
Co-Chairs: Iris Tien, GA Tech; Na’Taki Osbone Jelks, Proctor Creek Stewardship Council

Collaborate, communicate, and engage with community stakeholders
Co-Chairs: Carl DiSalvo, GA Tech; James Roland, Emory University



Cicely Garrett
Deputy Chief Resilience Officer
CIGarrett@AtlantaGa.Gov
(678) 276-6812

CONTACT US
www.ResilientAtlanta.org
Comments@ResilientAtlanta.org
Follow us @ATLResilience


